
July 24th : Devils Tower WY and on to Home2 Suites Billings MT(293 miles, 4.5 hours  
give or take) 

Significance of the Place: Stopover to see Little Big Horn (Custer’s Last Stand) the next day. 

Drive there: Via I 90W 

Brief History: Billings is the largest city in the U.S. state of Montana, and the principal city of 

the Billings Metropolitan Area with a population of 169,676.  It is located in the south-central 

portion of the state and is the seat of Yellowstone County, which had a 2016 population of 

158,980. The 2016 Census estimates put the Billings population at 111,150, making it the only 

city in Montana with over 100,000 people. The city is experiencing rapid growth and a strong 

economy; it has had and is continuing to have the largest growth of any city in Montana. Parts of 

the metro area are seeing hyper growth. With the Bakken oil development in eastern Montana 

and western North Dakota, the largest oil discovery in U.S. history, as well as the Heath shale 

oil discovery just north of Billings, the city's growth rate stayed high during the shale oil boom.  

Although the city is still growing, the rate of increase has diminished markedly with oil price 

declines in recent years. Billings was nicknamed the "Magic City" because of its rapid growth 

from its founding as a railroad town in March 1882. The city is named for Frederick H. Billings, a 

former president of the Northern Pacific Railroad. Area attractions include Pompey's Pillar, 

Pictograph Cave, Chief Plenty Coups State Park, Zoo Montana, and Yellowstone Art Museum. 

Within 100 miles are Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument, Bighorn Canyon National 

Recreation Area, Red Lodge Mountain Resort, and the Beartooth Highway, which links Red 

Lodge to Yellowstone National Park.  

What we did: We reached there in the late afternoon. After checking in to the hotel (really nice 
hotel) we went out and had dinner at another great steak place.  

Impressions:  Billings again is a western town/ city. Billings is the headquarters of the new First 
Interstate Bank whose signage is the same as our old employer’s signage. Perhaps they bought 
it from Wells Fargo. We all were reminded of our working life! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


